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entrusted to an impulsive mystic, General Gordon.
As a young man Gordon had crushed a formidable
rebellion against the Emperor of China. In middle
life he had done more than any other man to
establish Egyptian dominion in Central Africa,
using his authority to suppress the slave trade.
What he might now have done had his advice been
accepted or adequate support sent out in response
to his urgent messages from Khartoum, we do not
know. As it was, he held out for ten months
against overwhelming odds. An expedition sent
to relieve him arrived too late. Hearing of its
approach, the Mahdi delivered his final assault on
January 26th, 1885. Khartoum fell, and Gordon,
who had been believed, perhaps believed himself,
to bear a charmed life, was among the slain.

Before England had recovered from her indigna-
tion, and Gladstone's Government from the discredit
of what Randolph Churchill called the abandon-
ment of the Christian hero, war with Russia seemed
close at hand. It had been arranged that the
frontier between Afghanistan and Russian Turke-
stan should be drawn by a joint Commission acting
on behalf of the two interested Powers. While the
delimitation was still in progress the Afghans
occupied a place called Penjdeh, of which Russia
claimed to be the legitimate owner. Without
waiting for the Commission's award, the Russians
attacked and drove them out of it with much loss
of life. Such, at least, was the account received
and credited in England, with the result that
serious preparations for war were begun. On the
other hand, it was maintained by the Russian